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KLÖCKNER & CO INVESTS IN TECHNOLOGY STARTUP BIGREP

- Strategic investment as part of international financing round

- 3D printing matches Klöckner & Co’s portfolio ideally

- Klöckner & Co continues to systematically drive forward digitalization strategy

Duisburg/Berlin, April 21, 2017 – Klöckner & Co has invested in technology startup BigRep

via its venture capital subsidiary kloeckner.v. Klöckner & Co’s upfront investment before the

conclusion of the ongoing international Series B financing round for BigRep GmbH marks

its entry into the future market of additive manufacturing. BigRep designs and produces the

world’s largest 3D printer and provides consulting for additive manufacturing system solutions.

Alongside the financial investment, Klöckner & Co plans to use BigRep’s industrial 3D printers

in its extensive European and US site network going forward. This market segment has a

promising outlook, with an annual growth rate of around 20 percent expected by 2020.

“The systematic emphases of our Klöckner & Co 2020 strategy are digitalizing the supply and

value chain as well as boosting higher value-added products and services,” says Gisbert Rühl,

Chairman of the Management Board of Klöckner & Co SE. “Our investment in BigRep targets

both elements of the strategy, paving the way to our participation in a highly promising growth

market.”
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“We expect digitalization to radically alter traditional value chains,” says René Gurka, CEO of

BigRep GmbH. “Together with Klöckner & Co – the pioneer of digitalization in the steel industry

– as our strategic partner, we aim to exploit this trend as we move forward.”

2



About Klöckner & Co: Klöckner & Co is one of the largest producer-independent distributors

of steel and metal products and one of the leading steel service center companies worldwide.

Based on its distribution and service network of around 190 locations in 13 countries, the

Group supplies more than 130,000 customers. In addition to companies in the construction

industry as well as machinery and mechanical engineering, Klöckner & Co serves customers

in the automotive and chemical industry, in shipbuilding and in fields of household appliances,

consumer goods and energy. Currently Klöckner & Co has around 9,100 employees. The

Group had sales of around €5.7 billion in fiscal 2016.

The shares of Klöckner & Co SE are admitted to trading on the regulated market segment

(Regulierter Markt) of the Frankfurt Stock Exchange (Frankfurter Wertpapierbörse) with further

post-admission obligations (Prime Standard). Klöckner & Co shares are listed in the SDAX®-

Index of Deutsche Börse.

ISIN: DE000KC01000; WKN: KC0100; Common Code: 025808576.

Contact person Klöckner & Co SE: Christian Pokropp – Press Spokesperson

Corporate Communications

Phone:  +49 203 3072050

Email:   christian.pokropp@kloeckner.com

Christina Kolbeck

Investor Relations & Sustainability

Phone:  +49 203 3072122

Email:  christina.kolbeck@kloeckner.com

3



About BigRep: BigRep is a tech startup headquartered in Berlin with offices in New York and

Singapore. The pioneering developments of the company founded in 2014 include BigRep

ONE, which is complemented by the smaller BigRep STUDIO. BigRep’s multinational team

has since grown to over 60 employees with interdisciplinary expertise and in-depth experience

in additive manufacturing. As well as new products, the company based in Berlin’s Kreuzberg

district today focuses on end-to-end solutions for industrial customers in the form of integrated

additive manufacturing systems. One example is the TNO project, which was launched in fall

2016. The highly innovative engineering enterprise aims to revolutionize design, prototyping

and industrial production worldwide from the ground up. BigRep’s goal is to become a leading

global supplier of additive manufacturing systems within the next five years.

BigRep media contact: Maik Dobberack

PR & Communications

Phone:  +49 30 208 482638

Email:   m.dobberack@bigrep.com
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